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RELEASE: WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 

5th June, 2007

Collect a CAN this World Environment Day!

The Steel Can Recycling Council is issuing a challenge to Australia - if every one of the 7.5 million households in Australia recycles just one steel food or aerosol can on World Environment Day June 5, 500 tonnes of steel will be saved from landfill.  
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This is enough steel to build: 

100 buses

385 family sedans

33 train carriages

11,111 family sized refrigerators (520L)

8,064 household water tanks (1200L)

An average city bus contains 75,000 cans worth of steel

Spokesperson for Steel Can Recycling Council, Clare Hathway says a lot of people simply forget to recycle more than just their daily food cans, “things like aerosol cans often end up in the bin, because they’re not something people buy every week – and aren’t in the usual recycling regime like newspapers, for example.”

This World Environment Day (5th June) could see a turning point for Australian awareness of steel can recycling.  Despite being our oldest packaging material, knowledge of its recyclability is still behind that of other packaging materials and too much is ending up in landfill each year where its potential is wasted.  

“Most councils across Australia accept steel cans in kerbside recycling collections. The Steel Can Recycling Council is keen to see how Australia rises to our challenge!” adds Clare Hathway.

The 500 tonnes of steel cans that the Council aims to collect this World Environment say will save 566 tonnes of iron ore, 317 tonnes of coal and 27 tonnes of limestone.
· Making steel from recycled cans uses 75% less energy than when producing steel from raw materials. 

· It takes around 15 000 steel cans to form 1000 kilograms (or one tonne) of recycled steel. 

· In Australia, steel makes up approximately 2.5% of the garbage that goes to landfill. 
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FIGURES FOR EACH LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA ARE AVAILABLE FROM CANSMART see below for examples:

	AREA EXAMPLES
	Population 
	steel cans per person per year kg
	cans recycled per person per day
	total for city steel cans recycled per person per day
	cans to landfill per person per day
	cans to landfill per area per day
	no of cars that could be made using cans landfilled for the area per day
	no of buses that could be made using cans landfilled for the area per day
	no of fridges that could be made using cans landfilled for the area per day

	Sydney 
	4,198,543
	6.4
	0.13
	545811
	0.1
	419854
	22
	6
	583

	Melbourne 
	3,555,321
	
	0.13
	462192
	0.1
	355532
	18
	5
	494

	Adelaide
	1,119,097
	
	0.13
	145483
	0.1
	111910
	6
	1
	155

	Perth 
	1,431,498
	
	0.13
	186095
	0.1
	143150
	7
	2
	199

	Brisbane 
	1,735,181
	
	0.13
	225574
	0.1
	173518
	9
	2
	241

	Canberra 
	323,363
	
	0.13
	42037
	0.1
	32336
	2
	0
	45

	Tas 
	477,305
	
	0.13
	62050
	0.1
	47731
	2
	1
	66

	NT 
	198,544
	
	0.13
	25811
	0.1
	19854
	1
	0
	28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	YOUR COUNCIL NAME 
	YOUR LGA POPULATION
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	XXXXXXX
	0
	 
	0.13
	0
	0.1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	% of cans recycled in Australia
	56
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	% of cans not recycled in Australia
	44
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	cans in a sedan car 
	19,500
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	cans in a city bus 
	75,000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	cans in a family 500L fridge
	720
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


NB Instructions for use (PLEASE CALL THE CANSMART TEAM AND REQUEST THE EXCEL VERSION OF THIS SPREADSHEET FOR ACTIVE USE)






IMAGES AND LOCAL COUNCIL FIGURES AVAILABLE:

Contact Lisa Kinahan or Nicki Williams on 02 9331 6611 or 0416 363 202 or lisa@cansmart.org

