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steel can recycling campaign






Stuff yourself this Christmas not our landfills!

This Christmas over 700,000 steel cans will be thrown away, even though they are 100% recyclable.*
Christmas favourites such as Christmas pudding, canned ham, fruit salad, potato salad, tuna and salmon all come in recyclable steel cans. And don’t forget aerosols such as fly spray, which are also 100% recyclable and a must have for Christmas. 

Cansmart is encouraging all Australians to recycle their Christmas cans in 2005 to help reduce the amount of recyclable material going to landfill.

Spokesperson for Cansmart, Clare Hathway says a lot of people simply forget to recycle more than just their daily food cans, 

“Things like Christmas pudding cans often end up in the bin, because they’re not something people buy every week – and aren’t in the usual recycling regime like newspapers, for example.”

Cansmart encourages householders to recycle all their Christmas food cans in their usual kerbside collection. Steel is one of the easiest materials to recycle and even cans which don’t carry a recycle logo are recyclable.

“Making steel cans from recycled steel saves precious virgin materials and uses 75% less energy and around half the water.  It’s a win for the environment and a win for business.”

Recycling food cans is as simple as rinse, drop and squash. Rinse the can at the end of the washing up, drop the lid inside the can and squash the top inward so the lid doesn’t fall out. For smaller cans just rinse and drop them in your recycling bin.

In Australia 56,000 tonnes or 44% of steel cans still end up as landfill every year. This compares with 40% in the US and only 12% in Japan.

Cansmart can provide recycling figures for your local government area based on national statistics. 

Cansmart has more information and great tips on recycling steel cans at www.cansmart.org

Please call Jamie Keenan on 1800 073 713 for further information.
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*Based on the Australian National average for the month of December.

